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than $25,000/year, compared with less than
42% of men who work. Social Security pro-
vides progressive benefits that replace a high-
er portion of preretirement income for low-in-
come workers.

Fourth, women are more likely to be wid-
owed than men. Longer life expectancy, com-
bined with the fact that women, on average,
marry older men, means that most women die
unmarried. More than one-half of women ages
65 and older are unmarried. Three-fourths of
unmarried Americans ages 65 and older are
women. And four in five nonmarried older
women are widowed. Social Security is the
one source of retirement income that guaran-
tees benefits to widows. The elderly survivor
program is especially important to women.

We cannot jeopardize the solvency of Social
Security because a strong Social Security is
critical for older women. Today, 60 percent of
all Social Security recipients are women. Of
recipients over age 85, nearly three-quarters
are women. These women rely on Social Se-
curity for nearly 90 percent of their income.
Without Social Security, over half of elderly
women would be poor. If elderly women can-
not rely on Social Security when they retire,
they will need greater financial assistance
from their middle-aged children.

For elderly people of color and women, the
challenges confronting the Social Security sys-
tem are cause for alarm, because elderly Afri-
can-American and Hispanics rely on Social
Security benefits more then elderly Whites.
According to the National Committee to Pre-
serve Social Security and Medicare, from
1994–1998 African-Americans and Hispanics
and their spouses relied on Social Security for
44 percent of their income while elderly
Whites received 37 percent of total income
from Social Security. And, 43 percent of elder-
ly women received their income from Social
Security during the period 1994–1998. This
fact is important because on average, Social
Security payments replace 54 percent of wom-
en’s lifetime earnings in relation to men, cou-
pled with the fact that women tend to live
longer than men, which results in us receiving
more benefits for a longer period of time.

Today, Social Security works in ways that
are important to women because of their dif-
ferent life experiences. The administration’s
proposals threaten the guarantees that make
the current Social Security system so bene-
ficial for women. We must work together to
protect the future of women and children.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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ENERGY INDEPENDENCE FOR THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to talk about the im-
portant issue of energy independence
for the United States.

We have seen very clearly since the
developments of 9/11 that we have sig-
nificant foreign policy complications
emerging from the development of
Muslim fundamentalists, extremist vi-
olence in the Middle East, and of
course, we have seen the tremendous
tensions that have been raised in re-

cent months within the area of Israel
and Palestine and the tremendous con-
flicts, and in particular, the very, very
difficult situation of the suicide bomb-
ers who are blowing themselves up in
cafes and restaurants and killing inno-
cent men, women and children, in
many instances, leaving often dozens of
people severely maimed and deformed.

What is particularly disturbing is to
read news reports that one of our sup-
posed allies in the region, Saudi Ara-
bia, has actually been paying the fami-
lies of these suicide bombers, essen-
tially aiding and abetting the commis-
sion of these horrific acts of violence
against innocent civilians by these sui-
cide bombers.

b 1830

Mr. Speaker, the situation that ex-
ists today is that the United States is
dependent on foreign oil for about 50
percent of our energy requirements. I
believe for us as a Nation that is an in-
tolerable situation and that we need to
take stock of this.

The President put forward a very
positive proposal to open up for drilling
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
and pursue a host of additional reforms
that we passed out of this House and
the other body is taking up, and I ap-
plaud the other body for finally getting
to the issue. I believe we need a more
aggressive proposal to reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil, specifically
Middle Eastern oil over the next 10 to
15 years. What I put forward is that we
begin an aggressive program using
every tool that we have available in
our research and development budgets,
in our Tax Code, to do things to make
electric vehicles more attractive for
people to purchase, to develop alter-
native energy sources.

We have a tremendous potential with
wind energy, with solar energy. Indeed,
I sit on the Committee on Science and
Technology, and we have held hearings
on the concept of space-based solar
power, energy that can be collected by
satellites from space and beamed to
the Earth, energy that can be collected
from the surface of the Moon and
beamed to the Earth.

The potential for fusion energy is an-
other great area where we should be in-
vesting more. We in the United States
need to embark in the months, weeks,
years ahead on an aggressive proposal
to reduce our dependence on foreign oil
and specifically Middle Eastern oil. I
believe many of our so-called allies in
the Middle East are not allies at all.
They are working directly contrary to
the interests of the United States and,
really, democratic nations all over the
world. We should be about the business
of moving any dependence we may have
on those nations; and the best way to
secure that for our future and the fu-
ture of our children is to develop these
alternative energy sources so that we
as a culture and society can deal with
those countries on a more even basis.

It is very obvious to me when we
look at what is going on in Europe that

the European community is collec-
tively too dependent on Middle Eastern
crude. I believe we in the United States
could end up in the same way in the
next 10 to 20 years; and, therefore, I be-
lieve we need to develop these alter-
native energy sources, and we need
more conservation. This should be a
long-term project over the next 5 to 10
years where we employ every tool
available to us so we are no longer im-
porting oil.

Not only do I believe this would be
good for our foreign policy positions, I
believe it would be good for peace
throughout the world. I think it would
be good for peace in the Middle East;
and certainly it would be good for our
domestic economy, our balance of pay-
ments. I implore the House of Rep-
resentatives, particularly those who
serve on the Committee on Science and
Technology, those who serve on the
Committee on Energy and Commerce,
the Committee on Appropriations, to
collectively come together in the
weeks and months ahead and develop a
cogent solution to deal with this press-
ing problem.
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WELFARE REFORM
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

BROWN of South Carolina). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
3, 2001, the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. WILSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, over the next couple of weeks
we will have a very rewarding experi-
ence explaining to the American people
the success of welfare reform by the
law that was passed in 1996, but also we
will have an excellent opportunity to
show how rewarding the reauthoriza-
tion will be as proposed by President
Bush.

I am a newcomer myself to Congress.
I was sworn in 17 weeks ago today after
a special election on December 18. This
follows 17 years that I had the privilege
to serve in the State Senate of South
Carolina. I am honored to be on the
Welfare Reform Task Force. I was ap-
pointed by the majority whip, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY). I am
on the task force to study and promote
welfare reform. It is a particular honor
for me because there are only two
freshmen on the task force, myself and
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
(Ms. HART). I am certainly with a qual-
ity crew serving on that task force.

My education in the area of social
services, I give credit to my wife, Rox-
anne. She served for 14 years on the
welfare board in our county, the De-
partment of Social Services in Lex-
ington County; and in that capacity I
learned first hand of the great work of
professional social workers working
with persons who needed financial as-
sistance, the problems of elder care and
foster care, child care; and I learned
firsthand that we have got the best
people working to promote services to
the people of our country.
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